Should my child be tested? 

As we head into the third month of school, students are starting to get a hang of a new grade level, a new teacher and, a more challenging curriculum. However, when a child is not showing signs that they are becoming more comfortable with the next grade level, many parents begin to wonder, “should my child be tested?” 

Student rights 

All private school students have the same civil rights as public school students. By law, parents and guardians have the right to ask the public school of the child’s residence to perform academic testing on a student who is “not making effective progress.” 

What is effective progress? 

Here is an excerpt of the law that defines what effective progress means. 

“’Progress effectively’ in the general education program shall mean to make documented growth in the acquisition of knowledge and skills, including social/emotional development, within the general education program, with or without accommodations, according to the chronological age and developmental expectations, the individual educational potential of the child, and the learning standards set forth in the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks and the curriculum of the district. The general education program includes preschool and early childhood programs offered by the district, academic and non-academic offerings of the district, and vocational programs and activities.” 603 CMR 28.02(18) 

Effective progress simply means that a child is continuing to make positive growth in areas of general education areas. A child may still encounter difficulty in a subject area or with a certain skills and still be able to make growth. When a child does not make growth over time, sometimes testing is warranted. 

What happens during testing? 

Testing a student for academic, social or behavioral progress can be a very challenging task for all involved: teachers, parents, family members, and the child. However, professionals have learned techniques to make the process as easy as possible. A child is given a series of norm -based tests in academic areas. Sometimes, professionals are parents and teachers to fill out surveys or questionnaires to determine if the child’s social, emotional, and behavioral patterns are similar to peers the same age. When a child performs well below the average in many academic areas compared to other students of the same age, the team could determine that these weaknesses prevent a child from making progress in the general education curriculum. 

The information can be helpful for teachers, parents, and family members. Data can show strengths are well as areas of weakness. However, all should understand that educational testing only offers one aspect of a child. 

If you have any questions about academic testing please share your concerns with your teacher, the principal, and with our academic support staff. We would be happy to answer all questions and discuss the needs of your child in further detail. 

