Literacy at Home: 
National Family Stories Month

During November we celebrate Veteran’s Day and Thanksgiving Day, two important days to acknowledge and cherish history and sacrifice.  We spend time with family and close friends. Did you  know that November is also National Family Stories Month?  This celebration was started for families to encourage sharing family tales. This is wonderful opportunity  to develop your child’s literacy skills as well.   
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The Common Core Standards set the Federal Government and Massachusetts state government  recommend that students need to be developed in the following literacy standards:
· Oral communication

· Written Communication

· Reading Comprehension
Sharing family stories is a great way to encourage all these skills!
What are family stories?

Family stories are tales about people, places, and events related to the members of our immediate family or their ancestors. Family stories  can be shared  at the dinner table,  and are shared  again and again at family gatherings. They become  memorable stories because the show how family take on special importance . They are a gift to your children  that preserves  the family spirit. [image: image2.jpg]



LISTEN......SHARE......TREASURE......

At your next family gathering, take time to tell stories about the family. Or, if you can, arrange a special visiting time when an interview session can happen. You can try to make a recording of a family story to listen to the  again.  Here are some questions that can help you and your family star the process of recollecting past stories.  Listening to stories encourages reading comprehension and telling stories encourages another important literacy skill, oral communication.
Immigration: 

When did the first family member come to America? Where did they come from? How did they get here? Are any family members still abroad?

Courtship: 

How did you meet your spouse? How long did you know each other before you were married? Can you describe your wedding?

Work: 

How did you earn a living when you were young? What was your first job? 

Holidays: 

What were your favorite holidays? Did you have special holiday customs or foods?

Vacations: 

Did you ever go on a vacation? Where? Who went with you? What did you do for fun?

Births: 

Can you describe the birth of your son or daughter? Where were you? Who was there? How did you choose his or her name? 

Daily Life: 

How did you travel from place to place? Did your family have a car? What were your favorite pastimes? How did your children behave? 
The Writing Connection: Scrapbooks and Diaries
After enjoying those family stories preserve them by encouraging your child to make a scrapbook page or a diary entry to record the special event of your family. In recording family stories, your children practice the art of weaving several different family members' points of view into a significant unified piece.  They  develop their interviewing skills in the process.  As students l research, collect, and share stories, it brings them closer to their heritage and encourages an interest in genealogy.
There are many web resources to help you get started as well as book resources.  The following book  gives advice on  preserving your family’s oral history.
Keeping Family Stories Alive: Discovering and Recording the Stories and Reflections of a Lifetime by Vera Rosenbluth


God Bless and Have a wonderful Thanksgiving season with your family!

Joy Konyeaso

Donna Rousseau
