
 

 

 ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH  
856 WASHINGTON STREET, BRAINTREE, MA 02184  

 

Parish Office Phone: 781-843-1332 • Fax: 781-848-0976 • Website: www.sfab.org  

Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 Pastoral Staff:  Rev. Paul Clifford, Pastor  
  Rev. Donald Delay, Parochial Vicar  
  Rev. Robert Milling, Senior Priest in Residence  
  Mrs. Linda Muldoon, Pastoral Associate  
  Rev. Mr. Joseph MacDonald, Director of Music  
  Mr. Brian Cote, School Principal, 781-848-0842  
  Mrs. Diane Hopkins, Religious Education, 781-848-3238  
  Mrs. Ronna Petrilli, Religious Education, 781-848-3238 
 
 Parish Office: Mr. Rick Timmerman, Business Manager  
  Miss Patty Kinnally, Office Manager  
 
 Mass Schedule: Saturday Evening – 4:00 PM  
  Sunday – 7:00, 9:30 and 11:30 AM  
  Weekday – Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM  
 
 Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday – 2:30 to 3:45 PM  
 
 Sacrament of Marriage: A minimum of ten months notice is required. Please call the  

  Parish Office to schedule an appointment prior to booking a hall.  

 
 Sacrament of Baptism: First and Third Sunday of the month at 1:30 PM.  

  Please call the Parish Office to register.  

 
 Sacrament of the Sick and Communion Calls: Please notify the Parish Office if anyone is hospitalized or 

   unable to attend Mass because of illness.  

 
 Community Meetings: School Hall Alcoholics Anonymous – Friday 8:00 PM  

 
 Food Pantry:  Thursdays – please call the Parish Office one day in advance. 



 

 

Thank you for your offerings for the last 2 weekends:  

Percentage of offertory by Envelope/EFT 75% . 
 

If you are interested in the Online Giving option 

to simplify your weekly contributions, 

please contact the parish office.  
 

 PLEASE REMEMBER ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH 
WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE. Thank you!  

John was standing with two of his disciples, and as he 
watched Jesus walk by, he said, "Behold, the Lamb of 

God." The two disciples heard what he said and 
followed Jesus. - Jn 1:35-37 

 
Readings for the Week of January 14, 2018 

Sunday:  1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19/Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 

 10 [8a, 9a]/1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20/ 

 Jn 1:35-42 

Monday:  1 Sm 15:16-23/Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17,  

 21 and 23 [23b]/Mk 2:18-22 

Tuesday:  1 Sm 16:1-13/Ps 89:20, 21-22, 27-28 

 [21a]/Mk 2:23-28 

Wednesday:  1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51/Ps 144:1b, 2, 

 9-10 [1]/Mk 3:1-6 

Thursday:  1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7/Ps 56:2-3, 9-10a, 

 10b-11, 12-13 [5b]/Mk 3:7-12 

Friday:  1 Sm 24:3-21/Ps 57:2, 3-4, 6 and 11 

 [2a]/Mk 3:13-19 

Saturday:  2 Sm 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27/Ps 80:2-3, 

 5-7/Mk 3:20-21 

Next Sunday:  Jon 3:1-5, 10/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [4a]/ 

 1 Cor 7:29-31/Mk 1:14-20  

 
 
 

 
As of Wednesday our Grand Annual Collection was $55,000 
from 255 contributors (15% of Appeals sent).  Thank you to 
all who have contributed.  If you did not receive an Appeal 
letter or have misplaced your copy, please call the parish 
office at 781-843-1332 and we’ll be happy to send you a 
new one. 
 
 
 

Saturday, January 13, 2018  

4:00PM Frank O’Toole Memorial 

Sunday, January 14, 2018   

7:00 AM  Guido Buglio Memorial 

9:30AM John Musembi, Simon Muasya and 
John Mutisya 

Memorial 

11:30AM Theresa Baldwin Anniversary 

Monday, January 15, 2018   

7:00AM Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day  

Tuesday, January 16, 2018  

7:00 AM Camillo & Maria D’Angelo Memorial 

Wednesday, January 17, 2018  

7:00 AM Louise McDermott Anniversary 

Thursday, January 18, 2018  

7:00 AM Sally Nilan Memorial 

Friday, January 19, 2018  

7:00 AM Susan Reilly Memorial 

Saturday, January 20, 2018  

4:00PM Carolyn Burch Anniversary 

Sunday, January 21, 2018  

7:00 AM  Thomas Conneely Memorial 

9:30AM Phyllis Mae Nuss Anniversary 

11:30AM Samuel A. Dentino Memorial 

Offertory Envelopes $  5,315.00 

Offertory/Loose  $  2,260.00 

EFT Weekly Average  $  1,310.75 

Total Offertory  $  8,885.75 



 

 

From the desk of  the 

 Pastoral Associate 

Mrs. Linda Muldoon 
 

Perhaps today’s Old Testament 
reading is the source of the 
expression, “The third time never 
fails.”  How often we are asleep— 
and with our eyes and ears 
open—when the Lord calls us.  
And how fortunate we are that the 

Lord does not give up on us but persists in his desire to be in 
relationship with us, to give us the grace of open eyes and 
ears and especially of open minds and hearts!  No 
coincidence that Andrew heard John and followed Jesus.  
No coincidence that he accepted his invitation to come and 
see, and stayed with Jesus that day.  No coincidence that 
Andrew then brought his own brother, Simon, to Jesus.  No 
coincidence that we too can bring others to Jesus.  I believe 
that our God constantly calls us by presenting us with 
opportunities to do the right thing—for ourselves, our 
families, our friends and acquaintances, and the strangers 
among us.  The start of a New Year offers us the opportunity 
to reflect upon what (or whom) we are looking for, to 
respond to the invitation to come and see a better way, and 
to share with others the moments of grace and the chances 
to reach out and help someone that our Lord so generously 
bestows upon us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

January 14--Second Sunday in Ordinary Time:  
In the Gospel today, Jesus asks “What are you 
looking for?” Often we are looking for happiness 
in very selfish ways, but we find that when we 
look for ways to make others happy, it is then that we truly 
become happy.  As you place your gift in the Society of 
St. Vincent de Paul blue envelopes, know that you are a 
sign of God’s love to those who are suffering, and you 
give them reason to believe and to trust. 

 

 
Food Collection Sunday next weekend…  Now 

that we are back to normal (?), the members of the SFA 
Conference of the Society of St. Vincent DePaul thank you 
for the many generous gifts of groceries and financial 
assistance that you shared throughout the holiday season, 
making Christmas brighter and warmer for our clients.  That 
said, we ALWAYS gratefully accept and are careful stewards 
of your monthly food (or blue envelope financial) donations.  
We truly have no overhead—every item, every dollar 
benefits the families and individuals we serve.  You can help 
us re-stock our pantry shelves by bringing with you to Mass 
next weekend non-perishable food items, basic toiletries 
(often requested), paper products, and cleaning supplies.  
Grazie! 
 

Our bereavement group is now on winter 
hiatus, and we will start up again in March.  
Those struggling with and grieving the death 
of a loved one are always welcome to contact 
the parish for assistance by calling 781-
843.1332 or sending an email to 

lmuldoon@safb.org.  We can offer a cup of tea, a box of 
tissues, a listening heart, and resources that will help along 
the way of your grief journey. 

 

If you are a registered parishioner 
who utilizes the parish envelope 
system or the EFT option and would 
like a copy of your total contributions 

for 2017 please call the parish office at 781-843-1332.  In 
accordance with federal regulations contribution statements 
have been mailed to any parishioner who has made a single 
contribution of $250 or more.  If you do not currently utilize 
the parish envelope or EFT/online giving system, but would 
like to; or if you have any questions regarding your 
statement, please contact Patty Kinnally in the parish office. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The parish office will be closed on Monday, January 15 
in observance of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. 

SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

mailto:lmuldoon@safb.org


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 St.  Vincent   DePaul Food Pantry… We are open 

Thursdays from 10AM-12NN and 2-4PM.  If you need 
groceries, please call on Wednesday so that we can be 
prepared for your visit.  Referrals and limited financial 
assistance are available for parishioners in need.  
Please call the parish office for more information. 

 Prayer Shawls... Next meets Thursday, January 25, 
2018 at 12:30PM.  Come and join us when you can.  
(We suggest that you bring yarn, knitting needles, and/or 
crochet hooks. There is some yarn available; but, if you 
have your own, that would be most helpful.)   

 Our Bereavement Group … will start up again in 
March, but those grieving the death of a loved one are 
always welcome to contact the parish for assistance, 
using the above information.    

 Visits to the Sick and Homebound… If you or 
someone you know cannot attend Mass due to surgery, 
illness or infirmity, you can request a Communion visit.  
Our staff and trained home visitors are available and 
willing to come to you.  Please call the parish office for 
more information. 

 Parish Prayer Line…  To be placed (or to pray) on the 
parish prayer line, please call the parish office. 

 Military Service… If someone you know is newly 
deployed and you would like their info to appear on the 
board, please call or email the parish office.  Thank you. 

  RCIA is the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults.  It 
begins with a time to ask your questions and discern 
whether God is calling you to something more.  Are you 
interested in becoming Catholic?  Maybe you were 
baptized but missed the opportunity to receive your first 
holy communion or be confirmed.  Maybe you have 
questions about our faith.  You can reach out to a 
member of our staff at any time by contacting the parish 
office or join us for an inquiry session, soon to be 
scheduled.  If the words above do not resonate with you, 
please pass them along to someone you know who may 
be interested.  God works through us, especially when 
we pay attention. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Mrs. Diane Hopkins  

Mrs. Ronna Petrilli  

Phone 781.848.3238 

 

Religious Education classes are as scheduled:   
Sunday, January 14         10:30-11:30  Gr. 1-5  

No classes this week.     
                                                 5:00–7:00  Gr. 10 

No classes this week.                                                                                              
Monday, January 15             3:50-4:50  Gr. 1-5 

No classes this week. 
Tuesday, January 16,            3:50-4:50  Gr. 1-5 

No classes this week. 
   6:30– 7:45  Gr. 6-8 

No classes this week. 
Next class January 23. 

Thursday, January 18    6:30-8:00   Gr. 9               
Classes meet this week at St. Clare. 

Next class February 1 at St. Francis of Assisi 
 

CONFIRMATION -  IMPORTANT INFORMATION: 
Confirmation I (Grade 9) 
Next Meeting:    Thursday, February 1st  from 6:30 to 8:00 
pm at St. Francis of Assisi          (Note change of place) 
 
Confirmation II (Grade 10)   
Next meeting:      Sunday, January 21st   
    from 5:00 to 7:00* pm at St. Clare 

 

                             Sunday, February 11th  
                 from 5:00 to 7:00* pm at St. Clare  

*(Mass is part of our meeting time.) 
 
Please return your Sponsor Sheets at the next meeting. 

 

Gracious adult volunteers, who lovingly point toward Christ, 
invite our young people to “Come, and you will see.”  They 
are patient with the occasional doubt and immaturity that 
comes with the teenage territory knowing that they are 
paving a path with love.  Their wisdom allows them to 
proclaim… “We have found the Messiah.” We hope and pray 
the young people will trust and follow as we journey to 
encounter Christ together.  Christmas gifts may be resting 
unused in closets by now, but the gift of giving life to faith is 
being unwrapped and enjoyed!  
 

Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will. 

 

Stay close,  
Diane Hopkins and Ronna Petrilli 

JANUARY 14. 2018 



 

 

From 

Mr. Brian Cote 

 Principal  

 
 

Beginning with an Open House on Sunday, January 28th 
from 1:00 – 3:00 P.M., SFA has a week of activities planned 
to demonstrate what our students are accomplishing and 
celebrating our school community.  
 

T h i s  y e a r ’ s  t h e m e  i s  C a t ho l i c  S cho o l : 
“Learn~Serve~Lead~Succeed.” The theme encompasses 
the core products and values that can be found in Catholic 
schools across the country. Not only are we teaching 
students to become future servant leaders, faith-filled 
disciples, and enriched citizens in our communities; we, as 
educators, are growing with them. At SFA, we are all 
learners, servants, and leaders. These shared qualities are 
what makes Catholic schools work. They are what make 
Catholic schools succeed.  
 

National Catholic Schools Week is an opportunity for you to 
see what I’m talking about. I am so proud of our students, 
and I can’t wait for you to visit our school. It is also a time for 
me to say publicly what I think every single day: I am 
grateful for the dedication and commitment of our teachers, 
staff, administrators, board members, parents, parishioners 
and volunteers who make our school such a success. They 
help our school community thrive. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Open House for Prospective New Families - Do you have 
a friend or relative who might be interested in enrolling their 
child at SFA for the 2018 – 2019 school year? If so, please 
invite them to attend our Open House, which will be held on 
Sunday, January 28, 2018 from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. Highlights 
of the day include the following: An information session; 
guided tours directed by SFA students; meet administration, 
faculty, and staff; hear from current students, parents, and 
alumni; and learn about SFA’s curriculum and extracurricular 
activities. In addition, prospective families may also visit our 
school throughout Catholic Schools Week (January 29th – 
February 2nd) from 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Applications will be 
accepted (pending availability) on a first come, first serve 
basis. Enroll Today! 

 
 
 
 
 

Holiday Calendar Winner 2018 
On Tuesday, January 8th, we held Week 1 drawing of our 
Holiday Calendar Raffle. Congratulations to our winners! 
 

Date Prize  Winner 
1/1 $50  Paul O’Brien 
1/2 $500  Linh Vu 
1/3 $75  Pat O’Riordan 
1/4 $100  Olga Mikhailidi 
1/5 $75  Ben Allfrey 
1/6 $100  Lisa Li 
1/7 $75  Julie Ann Pepi  
1/8 $250  Sharon Wade Fagan 
1/9 $100  Coleman Halloran 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The annual PENNIES FOR THE UNBORN 
drive will be held the weekends of January 6/7 
& 13/14.  The Catholic Daughters of the 
Americas will be collecting all donations after 
the Masses. 

 

W o r l d w i d e  M a r r i a g e  E n c o u n t e r 
"Samuel answered, 'Speak, for your servant is 
listening.'" Let us practice listening better to 
God and our spouse by attending a Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter Weekend. The next 
Weekends are Jan 19-21, 2018 in South 
Kingstown, RI and Mar 9-11, 2018 in Duxbury, MA. For more 
information, call Stephen & Michelle O'Leary at 800-710-
9963 or visit them at https://wwmema.org/. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are now booking Mass Intentions through 
September 2, 2018. 

https://wwmema.org/


 

 

From the  

Archdiocese of  

Boston 

 

January 14 ~ Second Sunday of Ordinary Time 
Today’s Gospel presents a “best practice” for us about the 
work of evangelization.  In it we hear that Andrew, not only 
heard about Jesus, but he also stayed with him.  Having 
been so moved by his encounter with Jesus, he went and 
told his brother Peter about Jesus and brought him to Jesus.  
We know the “rest of the story” of Peter’s discipleship but it 
is important to remember that Andrew was evangelizer to his 
brother.  What about you?  Who are you being called to 
bring to Jesus?   
 

Witness to Life Rally – Thursday, Jan. 18, 7:00 – 9:00PM 
at St. Stephen parish in Framingham. All are invited to help 
launch the Witness to Life pilgrimage at a Rally with Bishop 
Mark O’Connell, the Catholic band Delmore, prayer and 
adoration, plus two dynamic pro-life speakers: Sarah Mary 
Toce (Director of the New England Life and Leadership 
Project) and Dr. Paul Gondreau, Professor of theology at 
Providence College, and father of Dominic Gondreau, the 
young boy with cerebral palsy who was embraced by Pope 
Francis on Easter Sunday, 2013. For more information on 
this free event, contact Margaret Wakelee at 
mwakelee@rcab.org.  
 

Witness to Life Pilgrimage: January 18-20, 2018.  
The Archdiocese of Boston Witness to Life pilgrimage to 
Washington, D.C. begins with a Witness to Life Rally on 
Thursday, January 18, 7:00PM at St. Stephen parish in 
Framingham.  The Rally is open to all—even if you’re not 
going on to the March for Life in D.C.  Pilgrims will board the 
bus after the Rally and travel overnight to D.C.  The $180.00 
pp/(quad occupancy) package includes transportation, hotel, 
meals, tours, and WTL apparel.  Join Cardinal Seán 
O’Malley, and hundreds of others from RCAB Catholic 
schools and parishes as we march with thousands in our 
nation’s capital to stand up for life.  For more information, 

visit bostoncatholic.org/witnesstolife; or contact 
witnesstolife@rcab.org. 
 

FIAT!  - Have you ever wondered if God is calling you to be 
a religious sister?  If so, Fiat is for you. Fiat is a discernment 
group for single women considering a vocation to religious 
life in the Catholic Church. 
 

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 31, 
2018 from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. at St. Clement Eucharistic 
Shrine, 1105 Boylston St., Boston.  If you are interested in 
attending, please respond to Sister Marian Batho, CSJ, 
Delegate for Religious, Sr_Marian_Batho@rcab.org or call 
617-746-5637. 

Sharing the Gospel 
Mexican families share a special treat called a Kings' Cake 
on January 6th. Hidden inside the cake is one tiny little doll 
shaped like the baby Jesus. If you find Jesus in your piece 
of cake, you tell everyone. In today's Gospel, Andrew met 
Jesus for the first time. Andrew was so excited to find the 
Savior, he ran to tell his brother he had found Jesus.  
 

Prayer 
Jesus, help me tell my family and friends about you. 
 

Something to Draw 
Draw a picture of yourself telling a friend about Jesus' love. 
 
Mission for the Week 
Ask your family if you could include Kings' Cake in your 
holiday celebrations next year.  

mailto:mwakelee@rcab.org

