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From the desk of 
Mrs. Dobrev 

We are a Catholic community of faith striving to follow Jesus, pledging each day to do our best 
by imitating St. Francis of Assisi as “instruments of peace.” Our goal is to maintain a safe and 

healthy environment and to be academically prepared for this technological age. 
 
 

Summer Reading List 2008-2009 
Grade 8  

Mrs. Dobrev 
  

 Each student will read 5 age appropriate books of his/her 
choice (suggested reading list attached). Book titles and 
authors should be recorded on the “Required Summer 
reading Form” (attached) and signed by a parent/guardian. 
Grading for summer reading will be oral class 
presentation/discussion based on assigned questions for 
each book (questions are attached).  Each book is valued at 
20 points with a total point value of 100 which will be 
counted twice: once as a grammar grade, and once as a 
literature grade. It is suggested that the student complete the 
series of questions for each book immediately after he/she 
has finished reading it and keep them in a folder marked 
"Summer Reading". This will hopefully cut down on the work, 
time, and stress often associated with summer 
assignments, and allow students to enjoy the pleasures of 
reading. All reading, as well as, the diver sheet is to be 
completed and brought to school by Tuesday, September 9, 
2008.  
 
Have a wonderful and safe vacation. 
See you in September!  
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The Secret Garden—Burnett 
Indian in the Cupboard—Banks 
Maniac Magee—Spinelli 
The Hobbit—Tolkien 
Stone Fox—Gardiner 
Summer of the Monkeys—Rawls 
The Trumpet of the Swan—White 
The Phantom Tollbooth—Juster 
The Sign of the Beaver—Speare 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The following books may NOT be used for summer reading: 
 

1. Where the Red Fern Grows 
2. Johnny Tremain 

3. The Giver 
4. Hatchet 

5. Number the Stars 
6. Dicey’s Song 
7. The Outsiders 

8. Z for Zachariah 
9. My Brother Sam Is Dead 

10. 20,000 Leagues under the Sea 
11. The Cay 

12. Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH 
13. The Best Christmas Pageant Ever 

14. Holes 
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   Summer Reading Questions 

 
Title of book: ___________________________________ 
 
Author: ________________________________________ 
 
1. What are the three most interesting facts you discovered in 
this book? 
 
2. Why do you think the author chose to write about this topic?
 
3. What questions do you still have about this topic? Where 
could you find the answers to these questions? 
 
4. Would you recommend this book to other readers? Why or 
why not? 
 
Give three reasons.                    
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